explained 'Sophia Gharlotta married Baron Theodore
von Ungcrn-Sternbcrg m 1880 He was a very learned
man He had studied geology and chemistry m Germany
and in France, and he was a doctor of philosophy and a
concsponding member of the Imperial ^Society of Geog-
raphy In addition, he was a lieutenant in the Uhlans of
the Guard, and attache to the Governor of the Cau-
casus '
'Ferdinand,' interrupted the Baroness, persistently, che
was a bad man '
'The marriage was dissolved m i8qi,' my host has-
tened to say, 'and the lather had to bind himself never
to see his sons again *
'Sophia Charlotta,' the Baroness supplemented, 'was
afraid that her ex-husband would have a bad influence
over them Especially Roman, who was six years old at
the time He was very impressionable, and he was fond
of his father'
'What exactly had Baroness Ungern got against her
husband?' 1 asked
'In 1895,' said the old man, without answering me,
'she married Baion Oscar Hoymngcn-Huene, who was
ol good family too, though not such an old one as the
Ungerns With her two sons, she went to hve on her
husband's estate, which was called Jcrwakant A tutor
looked alter the boys' education'
'So they didn't go to school?'
'Yes, Roman went to the Nicholas High School at
Rcval mvi 900, when he was fourteen Study didn't appeal
to him very much I think he was already dreaming
about soldiering Soldiers had always been as numerous
m the Ungern family as oaks m heraldry'
'He was lazy,' put m the Baroness
'Don't say that, Ehsc/ protested her husband 'There
are certain utilitarian ideas with which a man of good
birth has nothing to do *
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